
AUGUST 2023

What has the Elks Lodge done for me lately? Oh silly 
me, that’s not the reason I became a member. Over the 
July 4th weekend, I traveled to Minneapolis, MN to 
represent our lodge, and had the pleasure of meeting 
many delegates from our national organization. This 
convention was a staunch reminder that our organization 
has provided much for our country youth and veterans, 
but everything we have accomplished starts at the 
local lodge level (that’s you!). Traveling and meeting 
fellow ER’s, officers and members reinforced to me 
the number of things we are doing so much better than 
other lodges and you should be proud to call yourself a 
member of #469. We will continue to build on this legacy 
implementing new fundraisers and events throughout the 
fall and winter seasons.

As we move into the close of summer and enter the 
months of giving and holiday season ahead, I ask that 
you all focus on how you can better implement positive 
change in our lodge. Our mission statement, “To promote 
and practice the four cardinal virtues of Charity, Justice, 
Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to promote the welfare 
and enhance the happiness of its members; to quicken 
the spirit of American Patriotism and cultivate good 
fellowship” should be your guiding force in your Elkdom 
and everyday life. 

Our National Order spends more than $80,000,000 
every year for benevolent, educational, and patriotic 
community-minded programs. A great example of this 
locally was the huge success of Matt Hall and your 
fellow members showcased during the Towson 4th of 
July parade. I’m sorry to have missed it this year, but 
a big thank you to all members/volunteers that made it 
such a great day! Another thank you this month goes out 
to the Baltimore County Monument Commission, Inc. 
for a substantial donation to our veteran’s committee’s 
future programs. Please make sure you have marked your 
calendars for the 2nd annual Wine & Dine for Warriors 
being held on February 3, 2024 at 6:00pm. This event 
from 2023 has been nominated for Best Fundraiser in 
Baltimore by the Baltimore Style Magazine. You can 
find a link to vote on our Facebook page, go vote!    

I’m told, all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy 
and your lodge has been anything BUT dull in the last 
month. From rocking bands, mouthwatering burgers, 
billiards bonanza and beer pong balls flying to benefit 
our efforts - July was a ton of fun around the lodge. On 
any given night when the birds are playing, there are a 
flock of O’s fans squawking their hot takes and imbibing 
in libations to back them up while the Orioles continue to 

To
ws

on
 Elks Lodge No 469

•
 Serving the Community Since

 1
89

9 
•

Towson Lodge 469

The Bugle
try to hold onto the top spot in the AL. If you’re looking 
for some comradery among icterus galbula fans without 
traveling downtown, the Towson Elks deck is the place 
to be! A big congratulations to David Brown and Corey 
Hall for winning this year’s beer pong tournament, 
well done gentleman. As expected, there were no sore 
losers nor arguments over the multitude of rules. Thank 
you to Patrick Sullivan and Matt Hall for putting on a 
great night with extremely well thought out rules and 
instructions. We had a large number of guests that night, 
which has subsequently turned into many applications 
for new membership. If you brought a guest that night, 
please remind them of the fun they had and get them 
signed up ASAP. 

Looking into August, please check our events calendar 
attached. A fan favorite that Lisa Sparks will be bringing 
back on August 12th at 7:30pm is a Trivia night. 
Questions will be based around Elks, Towson, and The 
Towson Elks. I have met a many members who consider 
themselves Towson historians, so it will be a night not 
to miss. 

Finally, while at our core we are a benevolent and 
charitable organization, we are not a refuge for your 
unwanted personal items. Please contact me, an officer or 
trustee before you “donate” your unwanted items to the 
lodge’s front door closet. It was brought to my attention 
that the closet has become quite cluttered and has been 
difficult for our bartenders and staff to utilize it. I will be 
removing items that aren’t paramount to the success of 
our lodge in the coming weeks. If you feel as though you 
have something in there that isn’t used for lodge purposes 
on a regular basis or a scheduled function, please come 
pick it up. 

Fraternally yours,
Chris O’Connell
Exalted Ruler

Saturday August 12th @ 7:30

 Don’t miss this one...All about the Elks & Towson



LODGE OFFICERS 2023-2024
Exalted Ruler 	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Leading Knight	 Matt Hall                                     443-388-7106
Loyal Knight 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Lecturing Knight 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Secretary	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Treasurer 	 John Wontrop, PER                   410-592-7062
Esquire 	 Mike Jenkins                              410-710-9530
Tiler 	 Betsy Wittelsberger                    410-440-3840
Chaplain 	 Valerie Spangler 	 410-812-2013
Presiding Justice 	 Glen Lazzaro	 410-242-1449
Inner Guard 	 Tricia Trikeriotis                          410-937-2679
1 Year Trustee	 Mark Merrick                              410-365-9946
2 Year Trustee 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
3 Year Trustee                              Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
4 Year Trustee 	 Darrell Russell	 443-465-8938
5 Year Trustee 	 Lisa Sparks	 443-632-8170

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
501©3 Charity Fund 	 Bob Cwalina                              443-465-4291
Accident Prevention 	 Andy Pusloskie                          443-250-6708
Activities Chairman	 Patrick Sullivan, PER                 443-286-5798
Americanism 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Auditor	 Lisa Sparks                                443-632-8170
Bingo	 Mary Wontrop	 443-465-4058
Building Maintenance	 Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
Bylaws 	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Camp Barrett 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Charitable Contributions 	 Bryan Mager 	 410-977-7792
Drug Awareness 	 Chris O’Neil 	 443-829-7185
ENF	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Entertainment Chair (Music)	 Joe Olmedo	 410-960-0842
Flag Day 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359                               
Fourth of July 	 Matt Hall 	 443-388-7106
Golf/Fundraiser 	 Bob Cwalina 	 443-465-4291
Historian 	 Brian Keelty 	 410-821-6786
Hoop Shoot 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Inner & Intra Activities 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
Lapsation	 Peter Beitman 	 410-409-5225
Lapsation	 Patrick Slaughter 	 443-465-4063
Mediator 	 Michael Lawlor 	 410-494-1800
Member Investigations 	 Nick Giangrasso 	 410-800-6935
Membership 	 Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916
National Foundation 	 John Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Newsletter	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Newsletter	 Donna Murphy	 410-917-9448
Orientation 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
Public Relations 	 Jimmy Bullington 	 443-286-2731
Queen of Hearts	 Elizabeth Davidson	 443-791-2429
Scholarships 	 Sean Priest                                 860-951-6579
Towson Elks Give Locally	 Carla Merrick	 443-465-3525
Youth Activities 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Veterans Service 	 Brendan Harthausen 	 443-465-7693
Volunteer Coordinator	 Valerie Spangler	 410-812-2013
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Stacey Peto, PER	 602-228-7443
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Wine & Dine	 Ed Kilcullen	 410-241-9042
Wine & Dine	 Ray Der	 410-236-8774

LODGE HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY – THURSDAY 12 PM - MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 12 PM - 1 AM  / SUNDAY 12 PM TO 8 PM
Lodge telephone number: 410.296.4690 • Fax 410.583.5295
Lodge Address: 4 W. Pennsylvania Ave Towson, MD 21204

Robert A Ruhl 	 1968-1969              
Lloyd Elliot                        1972-1973
Robert A Ruhl                   1976-1977
Philip A Schoenberger	 1980-1981
Thomas J Michels	 1986-1986
Ralph E. Patterson	 1990-1991
Joseph D Michel               1991-1992	
Michael E Ward	 1994-1995
Thomas A Keller	 1994-1995        
Christian H Rose 	 1995-1996	
Dwaine N Garber 	 2000-2001
Gerald D Mastropieri 	 2003-2004
James A Jenkins	 2004-2005
Michael S Perry 	 2006-2007
Richard A McAllister Jr 	 2007-2008
Jay V Strong Jr 	 2008-2009

Roger J Delp 	 2009-2010
Devin A Foggo 	 2011-2012
Ronald J Blachowicz	 2012-2013
Ray Der	 2013-2014
John M Wontrop 	 2014-2015
John J Morton	 2016-2017
Patrick Sullivan	 2017-2018
Jeff Rogyom	 2018-2019          
Pete Cline	 2020-2021
Ron Zepp	 2021-2022
Stacey Peto	 2022-2023

LIVING PAST EXALTED RULERS

Scan Me to get a 
direct link to our 

website.

Queen of Hearts 
Drawing 

Overview

Price: $5.00 per Ticket
Ticket to be filed out with holder’s name, phone number 
and the envelope number they choose.

Tickets sold daily, each week, by the Towson Elks bar 
staff, and by the Queen Team Leader, from 5-7, on the 
Saturday before the drawing.

When: Drawing is Saturday at 7pm
Drawing will start when 25 tickets are sold. In the
event 25 ticket minimum is not met prior to the 7:00 drawing
time, sold tickets will transfer to the next drawing date.

One ticket will be drawn from the ticket drum.
The person whose name is on the ticket will have the
opportunity to pick a numbered envelope.

If the ticket holder is not present and an envelope is not 
specified, the Queen of Hearts administrator will pick a 
numbered envelope for them.

Each numbered envelope (1-54) will contain one standard
playing card joker(s) included. The ticket holder will 
immediately be awarded their prize money in cash (Queen pot
issued as a check). The picked card will be turned face up and
remain in the lock box until the Queen of Hearts is revealed.

After each Saturday evening drawing, the ticket drum will be
emptied and sales for the next drawing will begin. Each ticket
will be good for one drawing (one week). This will repeat
every week until there is a Queen of Hearts drawn and the
grand prize is awarded. A new raffle will begin.

Governing Rules
Only Elk members and their guests are eligible to
purchase tickets. You can purchase as many as you like.

Winner need not be present, please check payouts.

Good Luck and Thanks for Playing!

PrizePayouts
Drawing  1 thru 10

2-10 $25.00
J,Q,K,A $50.00
Joker $70.00

Drawing  11 thru 25
2-10 $35.00

J,Q,K,A $60.00
Joker $70.00

Drawing  26 & Beyond
2-10 $45.00

J,Q,K,A $70.00
Joker $70.00

4 of Clubs Pays $100.00 
and resets the board once

Queen of Hearts
Portion of Pot

60% to winner & 40% to lodge
All winnings must be claimed by 

30 days of drawing.  
An IRS 1099 will be issued for

prizes of $600.00 and above.

Pull Tabs  
are  

Now Available! 
See the Bartenders for Details on the Fun! 



Have you seen the, “Add $1” signs around the lodge? What’s 
THAT all about? It’s a reminder to participate in the easiest way 
that you can give to our featured monthly charity. How does it 
work? Just ask the bartender to add at least $1 to your tab, and 
she’ll give you a card to post on our light-up board as a “Thank 
you!” Don’t forget to Add $1

        Elks Care, Elks Share

17th Annual Fundraiser

ELKS GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Monday October 2, 2023

at Pine Ridge Golf Course
Player costs are $170.00 per person.  

Sponsorships start at $100.00
Sign-up forms for players, sponsors and 50/50 tickets are 

available at the bar & on our website
WE NEED.... 
SPONSORS 
PLAYERS

&
 50/50 TICKET PURCHASERS

We will start at noon with lunch/registration and the shotgun 
start will be at 1:00pm. In addition to lunch and beverages on 

the course, there will be a full dinner afterwards as usual. 
This is our biggest fundraiser for our 501C3 charitable foundation. 

The proceeds are used to support our veterans and our youth. 
We need all hands-on deck this year to enable us to 

continue and even expand our charitable endeavors.

Elks Give Locally in August to 

The RICH Program is a 

nonprofit committed to loving, inspiring, and empowering 
the residents of Baltimore. We focus on connecting 
residents to resources and sharing experiences that will 
build stronger individuals, families, and communities. 


Many opportunity excluded communities in Baltimore 
struggle with a lack of employment and educational 
resources coupled with the overwhelming burden negative 
narratives have on the lives of their residents . RICH is 
striving to address these issues through love, inspiration, 
and empowerment by being a consistent fixture that offers 
resources, hosts outreach events, and creates a personal 
approach to social impact together with the residents to 
restore inner city hope. 

Support this Charity! 
Ask your bartender to add a donation to your check! 

The RICH Program  

In 2011 Michael Battle had an idea to have a 
prayer walk in Cherry Hill, the neighborhood he 
grew up in. The area had always been looked at 
in a negative light by those who knew nothing of 
the small community aside from that which they 
saw on the news or had heard from others. With 
the violence rate rising in the area Mr. Battle, his 
wife Danielle, and a handful of friends create the 
Disciple Street Team that would over the course 
of 8 years evolve into RICH - Restoring Inner 

City Hope. The team continued to focus on the 
residents of Cherry Hill, providing a wealth of 

resources and opportunities for youth and 
young adults from across the city. RICH 

continues to hold their annual prayer walk and 
now has a full service community resource 

center that houses an after-school program, a 
workforce development program, family support 

services, and much more.

Ask your bartender to Add $1 or more to your check
to support this charity!

Wine & Dine for Warriors 
The 2nd Annual 

Saturday, February 3, 2024 
6:00 - 10:00pm 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
LODGE MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 7PM ON THE 2nd AND 4th TUESDAY OF THE MONTH.

JULY, AUGUST AND DECEMBER MEETINGS ARE THE 2nd TUESDAY ONLY

   Date		       Day	                            Event	                                              Time

August 4th                            Friday                Music - Josh Christina Duo & Guest Ricky Olaguer       7 PM	

August 11th              Friday                Dinner & Music - Spike & Friends                                        7 PM    

August 12th              Saturday          District Deputy Meeting  - Essex Lodge                                                   

August 12th              Saturday          Trivia Night	 7:30 PM

August 18th              Friday                Music - Sean B. & D.C.                                                             7 PM

   

Towson Elks Lodge #469
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4 West Pennsylvania Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204
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Towson Elks Lodge #469
In the heart of Towson 

Since 1899

All members must sign their guests into the lodge .
Exceptions: Spouses and family members under 21Visit us on facebook

Subject to change. The most current and up to date Events will be posted online and in the Lodge. 
Food and Drink information will be posted online


