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“Show me that the good life doesn’t consist in its 
length, but in its use, and that it is possible - no, entirely 
too common - for a person who has had a long life to 
have lived to little.”
		   - Seneca, Moral Letters

The sun is shining and the weather is sweet. Make 
you wanna move, your dancing feet! We kicked off 
May with an impeccable Cinco de Mayo event, filled 
with vibrant colors, delicious food, and music. It was 
a delightful celebration that brought our community 
together in the festive spirit.

Directly following the festivities, we had a 
wonderful weekend of benevolence and excitement 
at the Towsontown Spring Festival with a total of 
26 volunteers over the weekend. Their commitment 
and enthusiasm contributed to a fun-filled musical 
atmosphere that added to the festival’s success. The 
Elks showed their commitment to making a positive 
impact on the festival, dedicating their time and efforts 
to serving others. Smiles were wide and everyone 
had their dancing shoes on tipping generously which 
all will go directly towards our lodges needs in the 
future. Thank you to all the Elks who participated and 
came to party!

Let’s not forget the memorable Preakness party, 
where over 200 members and guests came together 
for an unforgettable event. The atmosphere was filled 
with excitement, laughter, and friendly competition, 
making it an event to remember.

In the spirit of action, we believe that words alone are 
meaningless. That’s why we want to acknowledge the 
exceptional individuals who went above and beyond 
in making positive changes within our lodge. Patrick 
Sullivan stepped up to the challenge of negotiating 
and navigating our transition to Comcast, securing 
upgraded internet and cable services for all. A big 
shout-out to Pat for his dedication and perseverance!

We also want to express our gratitude to all the Elks 
who contributed to the success of the recent Memorial 
Day ceremony. Andrew Rowan, Valerie Spangler, Mike 
Lawlor, Paul Curry, Josh Taggert, Jimmy Bullington 
and countless others helped organize and execute a 
heartfelt ceremony that honored our fallen heroes for 
Memorial Day.
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Towson Elks Newsletter Access Update 
After the newsletter you are currently reading, 
our lodge’s newletter will only be accessible 
online. To continue receiving physical newsletters 
in the mail, you will need to opt in by contacting 
Steve Gabis at sgabis.elks@gmail.com

We are pleased to announce that our lodge has 
welcomed 29 new members during the month of May. 
This growth is a testament to the welcoming and 
inclusive environment we strive to create. If you think 
of someone who you believe will contribute to the 
growth and wellbeing of our home away from home, 
please bring them in and introduce them to all our 
lodge has to offer.

Looking ahead, we are forming a committee to 
celebrate our lodge’s 125th year. If you would like to 
be part of this historic milestone, please connect with 
your Leading Knight, Matt Hall, who can provide you 
with more details on how to get involved. 

The Fourth of July parade team is also headed by Matt 
Hall. Please contact him directly to add your name to 
the growing list of volunteers and participants while 
we walk and hand out flags during this celebration of 
our independence. 

As a reminder, please note that during the months of 
July and August, we will only have one lodge meeting 
per month. These meetings will take place on the second 
Tuesday of each month.

Thank you for your continued support and involvement 
in our lodge. We look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming events and activities.

All the best,
Chris O’Connell
Exalted Ruler



LODGE OFFICERS 2023-2024
Exalted Ruler 	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Leading Knight	 Matt Hall                                     443-388-7106
Loyal Knight 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Lecturing Knight 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Secretary	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Treasurer 	 John Wontrop, PER                   410-592-7062
Esquire 	 Mike Jenkins                              410-710-9530
Tiler 	 Betsy Wittelsberger                    410-440-3840
Chaplain 	 Valerie Spangler 	 410-812-2013
Presiding Justice 	 Glen Lazzaro	 410-242-1449
Inner Guard 	 Tricia Trikeriotis                          410-937-2679
1 Year Trustee	 Mark Merrick                              410-365-9946
2 Year Trustee 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
3 Year Trustee                              Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
4 Year Trustee 	 Darrell Russell	 443-465-8938
5 Year Trustee 	 Lisa Sparks	 443-632-8170

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
501©3 Charity Fund 	 John M. Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Accident Prevention 	 Andy Pusloskie                          443-250-6708
Activities Chairman	 Patrick Sullivan, PER                 443-286-5798
Americanism 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Auditor	 Lisa Sparks                                443-632-8170
Bingo	 Mary Wontrop	 443-465-4058
Building Maintenance	 Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
Bylaws 	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Camp Barrett 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Charitable Contributions 	 Bryan Mager 	 410-977-7792
Drug Awareness 	 Chris O’Neil 	 443-829-7185
ENF	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Entertainment Chair (Music)	 Joe Olmedo	 410-960-0842
Flag Day 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359                               
Fourth of July 	 Matt Hall 	 443-388-7106
Golf/Fundraiser 	 Bob Cwalina 	 443-465-4291
Historian 	 Brian Keelty 	 410-821-6786
Hoop Shoot 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Inner & Intra Activities 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
Lapsation	 Peter Beitman 	 410-409-5225
Lapsation	 Patrick Slaughter 	 443-465-4063
Mediator 	 Michael Lawlor 	 410-494-1800
Member Investigations 	 Nick Giangrasso 	 410-800-6935
Membership 	 Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916
National Foundation 	 John Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Newsletter	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Newsletter	 Donna Murphy	 410-917-9448
Orientation 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
Public Relations 	 Jimmy Bullington 	 443-286-2731
Queen of Hearts	 Elizabeth Davidson	 443-791-2429
Scholarships 	 Sean Priest                                 860-951-6579
Towson Elks Give Locally	 Carla Merrick	 443-465-3525
Youth Activities 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Veterans Service 	 Brendan Harthausen 	 443-465-7693
Volunteer Coordinator	 Valerie Spangler	 410-812-2013
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Stacey Peto, PER	 602-228-7443
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Wine & Dine	 Ed Kilcullen	 410-241-9042
Wine & Dine	 Ray Der	 410-236-8774

LODGE HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY – THURSDAY 12 PM - MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 12 PM - 1 AM  / SUNDAY 12 PM TO 8 PM
Lodge telephone number: 410.296.4690 • Fax 410.583.5295
Lodge Address: 4 W. Pennsylvania Ave Towson, MD 21204

Robert A Ruhl 	 1968-1969              
Lloyd Elliot                        1972-1973
Robert A Ruhl                   1976-1977
Philip A Schoenberger	 1980-1981	
James A Gede Sr	 1984-1985
James A Gede Sr	 1985-1986
Thomas J Michels	 1986-1986
Ralph E. Patterson	 1990-1991
Joseph D Michel               1991-1992	
Michael E Ward	 1994-1995
Thomas A Keller	 1994-1995        
Christian H Rose 	 1995-1996	
Dwaine N Garber 	 2000-2001
Gerald D Mastropieri 	 2003-2004
James A Jenkins	 2004-2005
Michael S Perry 	 2006-2007

Richard A McAllister Jr 	 2007-2008
Jay V Strong Jr 	 2008-2009
Roger J Delp 	 2009-2010
Devin A Foggo 	 2011-2012
Ronald J Blachowicz	 2012-2013
Ray Der	 2013-2014
John M Wontrop 	 2014-2015
John J Morton	 2016-2017
Patrick Sullivan	 2017-2018
Jeff Rogyom	 2018-2019          
Pete Cline	 2020-2021
Ron Zepp	 2021-2022
Stacey Peto	 2022-2023

LIVING PAST EXALTED RULERS

Scan Me to get a 
direct link to our 

website.

Queen of Hearts  
   Saturday at Seven 
One winner every week, has the chance to win big!

3 chances for $5
Tickets are on sale every day the lodge is open.

Pull Tabs  
are  

Now Available! 
See the Bartenders for Details on the Fun! 



17th Annual Fundraiser

ELKS GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Monday October 2, 2023

at Pine Ridge Golf Course
Player costs are $170.00 per person.  

Sponsorships start at $100.00
Sign-up forms for players, sponsors and 50/50 tickets are 

available at the bar & on our website
WE NEED.... 
SPONSORS 
PLAYERS

&
 50/50 TICKET PURCHASERS

We will start at noon with lunch/registration and the shotgun 
start will be at 1:00pm. In addition to lunch and beverages on 

the course, there will be a full dinner afterwards as usual. 
This is our biggest fundraiser for our 501C3 charitable foundation. 

The proceeds are used to support our veterans and our youth. 
We need all hands-on deck this year to enable us to 

continue and even expand our charitable endeavors.

You won’t want to miss this one....
Guest Chef Bob Horn will be in the kitchen 
with his Famous recipe for Paella

Paella Night at the lodge
Friday June 16th

Elks Give Locally in June to 


Lutherville Volunteer Fire Company
Lutherville Volunteer Fire Company is a 100% volunteer organization 
that has been serving North-Central Baltimore County since 1909. As 
volunteers, we commit to the same vigorous training requirements and 
operate under the same expectations as our counterparts in the 
career service. All of our active members are certified in fire ground 
and hazardous materials operations as well as emergency medical 
care. Most important, though, is our dedication to expanding and 
improving upon our ability to serve through additional coursework, 
company training, and education on the latest technologies and 
procedures in emergency response.

Comprised of over 100 active members, our ranks are gleaned from 
across the occupational spectrum of the community; carpenters, 
doctors, plumbers, students, businessmen, and even career 
firefighters unite in service by protecting the people and property of 
their community.

• Financial support from state and local government covers some 
of our annual $300,000 operating costs. This doesn’t cover the 
cost of new fire engines at a current cost of $500,000, heavy 
rescue squads a a current cost of $1.2M and EMS support 
vehicles at $50,000. How does the LVFC fund this balance?

•  We solely rely on your support to fund the balance of our 
operating costs and all of our new fire apparatus expenses.

• The membership of the LVFC prides itself on spending countless 
hours maintaining and upgrading our property, buildings, 
apparatus and equipment to ensure we provide the highest level 
of emergency services as well as being a great neighbor to our 
community.

• Unlike the time we volunteer, our operational and associated 
costs are not free and come at a significant yet worthy/invaluable 
cost. Your support is just as vital as the countless hours our 
volunteers contribute to our community.

Elks Give Locally in June to

Ask your bartender to ADD $1 

to your check to support LVFC



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
LODGE MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 7PM ON THE 2nd AND 4th TUESDAY OF THE MONTH.

JULY, AUGUST AND DECEMBER MEETINGS ARE THE 2nd TUESDAY ONLY

   Date		       Day	                            Event	                                              Time

June 2nd                     Friday                Dinner & Music Anna Marie Acoustic                                7 PM	
June 9th                     Friday                Music  - Sean B & D.C.                                                              7 PM

June 10th                   Saturday          Bingo		       7:30 PM                                            

June 16th                   Friday                Bob Horn’s Paella & Music Spike & Friends                       7 PM

July 4th                                       Tuesday            Independence Day Parade                 Meet at Lodge @ 9 AM	

July 7th                       Friday                Beer Pong Tournament                                                           7 PM
July 14th                    Friday                Music - Brave Front	 7 PM

July 22nd                    Saturday           Music - Crush                                                                             7 PM
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Please Deliver By June 1stTowson Elks Lodge #469
In the heart of Towson 

Since 1899

All members must sign their guests into the lodge .
Exceptions: Spouses and family members under 21Visit us on facebook

Subject to change. The most current and up to date Events will be posted online and in the Lodge. 
Food and Drink information will be posted online


