
MAY 2023

Holy pollen, Batman! Spring has sprung and like the budding 
flowers in Towson, our membership continues to bloom 
with abundance. As we continue to grow our brotherhood 
of Elks, April showers will be sure to bring May flowers 
alongside the great strides in the past month that we have 
taken to make our lodge as pleasant as a spring afternoon.

With the new Elks year comes new opportunities for 
improvement and I have been pleasantly surprised 
with the number of suggestions around ways to better 
our lodge in its functionality and service within the 
community. I urge you all to continue to think outside of 
the box as we undertake new youth and veteran support 
programs. There are many resources at our fingertips 
through the state and national foundations. If you 
haven’t done so recently, please check out www.elks.
org and review the plethora or information available. 

Speaking of elks.org, if you go to the page you should 
recognize a familiar face! You may not be on our social 
media pages or perhaps just live under a rock (or the crows 
nest), but we have received exciting news about Agam 
Igwe, one of our local scholarship award recipients, who 
has received an additional $50,000 through the National 
Elks Most Valuable Student Leadership scholarship 
program. I could take up this whole article with Agam 
Igwe’s impressive story and accomplishments, but would 
prefer to direct you to our own scholarship committee 
to hear it from them (or YouTube). The way in which 
Agam has impacted the lives of others at such a young 
age should act as a strong reminder that individual actions 
generate large societal impacts. Next time you see Sean 
Priest, Michelle Marzullo and Betsy Wittlesberger, please 
thank them for their time and dedication organizing the 
scholarship program each year. The expectations for 
next year are high, so we’ll just need both the Men’s 
and Women’s National winners to come from our 
lodge. Great job all and congratulations again to Agam!

Your fellow members grabbed the Elk by the horns and took 
spring cleaning to a whole new level. I was overwhelmed 
with the amount of people that volunteered their Saturday 
& Sunday the weekend of April 15th to deep scrub of our 
lodge’s facilities inside and out. Twenty-one volunteers 
in all and EVEN four trustees made an appearance, can 
you believe it? The cleaning, repairs and improvements 
to make our establishment more inviting to guests and 
outside members is second to none. Thank you to all 
that participated in the deep scrub, landscaping, parking 
refresh and daunting task of addressing the men’s restroom 
(on that note, a message to our male members – stand 
closer and clean up after yourselves, it’s embarrassing).
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Towson Elks Newsletter Access Update 
After June 1st our lodge’s newsletter will only be 
accessible electronically online. To continue receiving 
physical newsletters in the mail, you will need to opt in 
by contacting Steve Gabis at sgabis.elks@gmail.com

There are too many individuals to thank, but I urge you, 
if you did not participate this year in spring cleaning, to 
keep an eye out for ways in which you may be able to 
tidy up on a day-to-day basis. As you all know we are 
a volunteer run organization and while we’re here to 
serve and have a good time, our home away from home 
needs a bit of help with the upkeep and cleanliness. If 
you have questions or want to discuss ways in which we 
can keep things in better order, please attend our next 
normally scheduled lodge meeting on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm. See you then!

Continued on page 3

Live Music with Tyler Hayes

Commemorative Elks Preakness Pint Glass 
 (a new size, featuring our new logo)

Black Eyed Susans and Preakness Spritzers 
Complimentary Lite Hors D’oeuvres
Contest for Best Hat, Best Dressed Lady 

 and Best Dressed Man
plus Raffles, Preakness Pools, Games of Chance 

 and more!



LODGE OFFICERS 2023-2024
Exalted Ruler 	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Leading Knight	 Matt Hall                                     443-388-7106
Loyal Knight 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Lecturing Knight 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Secretary	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Treasurer 	 John Wontrop, PER                   410-592-7062
Esquire 	 Mike Jenkins                              410-710-9530
Tiler 	 Betsy Wittelsberger                    410-440-3840
Chaplain 	 Valerie Spangler 	 410-812-2013
Presiding Justice 	 Glen Lazzaro	 410-242-1449
Inner Guard 	 Tricia Trikeriotis                          410-937-2679
1 Year Trustee	 Mark Merrick                              410-365-9946
2 Year Trustee 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
3 Year Trustee                              Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
4 Year Trustee 	 Darrell Russell	 443-465-8938
5 Year Trustee 	 Lisa Sparks	 443-632-8170

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
501©3 Charity Fund 	 John M. Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Accident Prevention 	 Andy Pusloskie                          443-250-6708
Activities Chairman	 Patrick Sullivan, PER                 443-286-5798
Americanism 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Auditor	 Lisa Sparks                                443-632-8170
Bingo	 Mary Wontrop	 443-465-4058
Building Maintenance	 Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
Bylaws 	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Camp Barrett 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Charitable Contributions 	 Bryan Mager 	 410-977-7792
Drug Awareness 	 Chris O’Neil 	 443-829-7185
ENF	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Entertainment Chair (Music)	 Joe Olmedo	 410-960-0842
Flag Day 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359                               
Fourth of July 	 Matt Hall 	 443-388-7106
Golf/Fundraiser 	 Bob Cwalina 	 443-465-4291
Historian 	 Brian Keelty 	 410-821-6786
Hoop Shoot 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Inner & Intra Activities 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
Lapsation	 Chris O’Connell 	 443-465-7987
Mediator 	 Michael Lawlor 	 410-494-1800
Member Investigations 	 Nick Giangrasso 	 410-800-6935
Membership 	 Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916
National Foundation 	 John Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Newsletter	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Newsletter	 Donna Murphy	 410-917-9448
Orientation 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
Public Relations 	 Jimmy Bullington 	 443-286-2731
Queen of Hearts	 Elizabeth Davidson	 443-791-2429
Scholarships 	 Sean Priest                                 860-951-6579
Towson Elks Give Locally	 Carla Merrick	 443-465-3525
Youth Activities 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Veterans Service 	 Brendan Harthausen 	 443-465-7693
Volunteer Coordinator	 Valerie Spangler	 410-812-2013
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Stacey Peto, PER	 602-228-7443
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987

LODGE HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY – THURSDAY 12 PM - MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 12 PM - 1 AM  / SUNDAY 12 PM TO 8 PM
Lodge telephone number: 410.296.4690 • Fax 410.583.5295
Lodge Address: 4 W. Pennsylvania Ave Towson, MD 21204

Robert A Ruhl 	 1968-1969              
Lloyd Elliot                        1972-1973
Robert A Ruhl                   1976-1977
Philip A Schoenberger	 1980-1981	
James A Gede Sr	 1984-1985
James A Gede Sr	 1985-1986
Thomas J Michels	 1986-1986
Ralph E. Patterson	 1990-1991
Joseph D Michel               1991-1992	
Michael E Ward	 1994-1995
Thomas A Keller	 1994-1995        
Christian H Rose 	 1995-1996	
Dwaine N Garber 	 2000-2001
Gerald D Mastropieri 	 2003-2004
James A Jenkins	 2004-2005
Michael S Perry 	 2006-2007

Richard A McAllister Jr 	 2007-2008
Jay V Strong Jr 	 2008-2009
Roger J Delp 	 2009-2010
Devin A Foggo 	 2011-2012
Ronald J Blachowicz	 2012-2013
Ray Der	 2013-2014
John M Wontrop 	 2014-2015
John J Morton	 2016-2017
Patrick Sullivan	 2017-2018
Jeff Rogyom	 2018-2019          
Pete Cline	 2020-2021
Ron Zepp	 2021-2022
Stacey Peto	 2022-2023

LIVING PAST EXALTED RULERS

Scan Me to get a 
direct link to our 

website.

Queen of Hearts  
   Saturday at Seven 
One winner every week, has the chance to win big!

3 chances for $5
Tickets are on sale every day the lodge is open.

Notice: Lodge Bylaw Updates and Adjustments
To conform with grand lodge rules, every 5 years 
we must update our lodges bylaws. Please see the 
secretary for a copy if interested. Any updates will 
be discussed in the April 11th meeting and voted 
on in May 9th 



 Towson Elks Give Locally in May to:  

Have you seen the, “Add $1” signs around the 
lodge? What’s THAT all about? It’s a reminder to 
participate in the easiest way that you can give to 
our featured monthly charity. How does it work? 
Just ask the bartender to add at least $1 to your tab, 
and she’ll give you a card to post on our light-up 
board as a “Thank you!” Don’t forget to Add $1

        Elks Care, Elks Share

17th Annual Fundraiser

ELKS GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Monday October 2, 2023

at Pine Ridge Golf Course
Player costs are $170.00 per person.  

Sponsorships start at $100.00
Sign-up forms for players, sponsors and 50/50 tickets are 

available at the bar & on our website
WE NEED.... 
SPONSORS 
PLAYERS

&
 50/50 TICKET PURCHASERS

We will start at noon with lunch/registration and the shotgun 
start will be at 1:00pm. In addition to lunch and beverages on 

the course, there will be a full dinner afterwards as usual. 
This is our biggest fundraiser for our 501C3 charitable foundation. 

The proceeds are used to support our veterans and our youth. 
We need all hands-on deck this year to enable us to 

continue and even expand our charitable endeavors.

Continued from front page
We received final numbers from our Veterans Committees Warrior Wine & Dine that we had at the beginning of the 
calendar year. After bills were paid, you all helped raise an astonishing $19,318 for our lodges future Veteran’s programs. As 
Stacey Peto, PER put it, “The most heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to our members and volunteers who so generously opened 
their hearts, gave their time, and believed in our cause. Thank you for coming out, partying with us, and allowing us to bring 
new, and meaningful programs to our local Veterans. We look forward to seeing you all again at the event next year!”
Final thoughts - Shuffleboard playoffs are upon us and the billiards room is full every night of the week with intense singles 
and doubles matches. Please stop by and say hello or spend the whole night with us. If you’re not lucky enough to win a match, 
you’ll at least leave with a laugh or two. We’re making strides to improve the billiards accoutrement, please see Heather 
Sullivan, Matt Hall or Ray Der for assistance. 
I’ve had multiple members reach out and say, “Chris, I’d love to volunteer everyday of the week to spread the word of Elkdom 
and all the good deeds we do, but ya know life, kids, work and family just get in the way sometimes.” I couldn’t agree more and 
you’re in luck! By a couple quick clicks of your mouse, you can contribute to the growth and health of the lodge more than you 
know. With the assistance of the officers and trustees, we have created a “Towson Elks Lodge” Amazon registry. These items 
purchased and contributions made go directly to the doorstep of 4 W Pennsylvania Ave. Please visit https://www.amazon.com/
registries and search “Towson Elks Lodge” to make your purchase for your lodge. Don’t wait, items are going fast!

Looking forward to seeing you around the lodge!

Chris O’Connell
Exalted Ruler



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
LODGE MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 7PM ON THE 2nd AND 4th TUESDAY OF THE MONTH.

JULY, AUGUST AND DECEMBER MEETINGS ARE THE 2nd TUESDAY ONLY

   Date		       Day	                            Event	                                              Time

May 5th                      Friday                Cinco de Mayo Dinner & Music Radio Religion              7 PM	
May 6th                     Saturday           Kentucky Derby                                                                  6:30 PM

May 6th & 7th            Saturday & Sunday    Towsontown Spring Festival                                                                

May 12th                   Friday                 Dinner & Music w/No Boundaries Trio                              7 PM

May 13th                   Saturday            Bingo                                                                                     7:30 PM
May 14th                   Sunday             Mother’s Day

May 20th                   Saturday           Preakness Party w/Music Tyler Hayes                       3-7:30 PM

May 29th                  Monday             Memorial Day 
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Please Deliver By May 1stTowson Elks Lodge #469
In the heart of Towson 

Since 1899

All members must sign their guests into the lodge .
Exceptions: Spouses and family members under 21Visit us on facebook

Subject to change. The most current and up to date Events will be posted online and in the Lodge. 
Food and Drink information will be posted online


