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“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out
how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds
could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man
who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and
sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes
short again and again, because there is no effort without
error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do
the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions;
who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows
in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the
worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that
his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who
neither know victory nor defeat.” — Theodore Roosevelt

Itis an honor to be a part of the select few, chosen to spread the
word of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity to our
membership over this coming Elks year. While I may have
criticism and opinions for every single previous ER, I will leave
those anecdotes for the back alleys of the illustrious basement
billiards room. If you and I have never met or shared some
friendly banter, this is your open invitation to venture into the
doldrums of the lodge to have your hand in a game of chance. |
promise my playlist selection isn’t that bad — most of the time.

While I may give off the presentation of an individual that
possesses extraordinary powers, faster than a speeding
bullet, more powerful than a locomotive, and able to leap tall
buildings in a single bound, I am in fact just a mere mortal
of earthly qualities. Over the years, I have been an outspoken
proponent of improvements to the lodge and how to make
our home away from home a better place. Only in the past
year as Leading Knight, have I quickly realized the fault in
my thinking and propositions for new and improved “this or
that”. The amount of free time donated that goes into literally
keeping the lights on and cold beer flowing is immeasurable
(regardless of how many forms Steve wants you all to fill out).

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank our outgoing head
trustee Andy Pusloskie for his direct and honest guidance
over the years. Not to mention, the time and dedication
he continues to show in the upkeep of our lodge. I would
go on to thank you more Andy, but you have left me with
Patrick Sullivan as your predecessor, so yeah there’s
that. Outside of Patrick, the amount of commitment and
detail-oriented persistence our lodges treasurer, secretary
and the remaining trustees put in each week is second
to none. I'm proud to be serving our lodge with each of
you and I look forward learning more in the year ahead.

Coming into my eighth year as an outspokenly proud Towson
Elk, I have witnessed a lot of success and have learned
several things through the “opportunities for improvement”

our membership and its cohorts provide. Through any given
event, debate or scenario, it humbles me to know I can always
find someone with an opinion that is 100% factually concrete
in truth. Whether it’s the Saturday day crew introducing
me to the life of “a real scotch” or how to properly conduct
myself in a quiet and motionless stoic position around the
shuffleboard table, I am hopeful for many more to come.

If you’ve gotten this far, I'm impressed. Below you’ll find
what I really care about.

My primary objectives for this year are simple:

1. Grow our membership with individuals who will care
for this lodge and our community as much as I know each
of you do.

2. Continue to be as benevolent as possible to our
veterans and youth in need.

3. Have fun!

That’s it, simple right? With those three objectives in mind,
my direct ask is that each of you continue to bring your
thoughts, suggestions, questions and concerns to me. While I
won’t promise every wish will come true, I do promise that if
your ask aligns with the above three objectives, I will listen
to you openly and intently to take into consideration what
we can do. But I will ask that if you have a problem, you
bring that to me with a suggested solution. Focus on what
you can control and Ill make the trustees handle the rest.

Thank you all for this opportunity and I look forward to
your help in the success of our lodge in the year ahead.

“Have a fierce resolve in everything you do, demonstrate
determination, resiliency, and tenacity. Do not let temporary
setbacks become permanent excuses. Use mistakes and
problems as opportunities to get better, not reasons to quit.”
— Angela Duckworth

Truth, Justice and the American Way!

Chris O’Connell
Exalted Ruler

N

Towson Elks Newsletter Access Update

After June Ist our lodge’s newsletter will only be
accessibleelectronically online. To continue receiving
physical newsletters in the mail, you will need to optin
by contacting Steve Gabis at sgabis.elks@gmail.com




LODGE OFFICERS 2023-2024

Exalted Ruler Chris O’Connell

Leading Knight Matt Hall

Loyal Knight Andrew Rowan

Lecturing Knight Andy Stilling

Secretary Steve Gabis

Treasurer John Wontrop, PER

Esquire Mike Jenkins

Tiler Betsy Wittelsberger

Chaplain Valerie Spangler

Presiding Justice Glen Lazzaro

Inner Guard Tricia Trikeriotis

1 Year Trustee Mark Merrick

2 Year Trustee Patrick Sullivan, PER

3 Year Trustee Richard Hurd

4 Year Trustee Larry Smith

5 Year Trustee Lisa Sparks
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

501©3 Charity Fund John M. Wontrop, PER

Accident Prevention Andy Pusloskie

Activities Chairman Patrick Sullivan, PER

Americanism Andy Stilling

Auditor Lisa Sparks

Bingo Mary Wontrop

Building Maintenance Richard Hurd

Bylaws Steve Gabis

Camp Barrett Andrew Rowan

Charitable Contributions Bryan Mager

Drug Awareness Chris O'Neil

ENF Patrick Sullivan, PER

Entertainment Chair (Music) Joe Olmedo

Flag Day Andrew Rowan

Fourth of July Matt Hall

Golf/Fundraiser Bob Cwalina

Historian Brian Keelty

Hoop Shoot Pete Cline, PER

Indoctrination Patrick Sullivan, PER

Inner & Intra Activities Patrick Sullivan, PER

Lapsation Ray Der, PER

Mediator Michael Lawlor

Member Investigations Nick Giangrasso

Membership Pat Riley

National Foundation John Wontrop, PER

Newsletter Chris O’Connell

Newsletter Donna Murphy

Public Relations

Queen of Hearts
Scholarships

Towson Elks Give Locally
Youth Activities

Veterans Service
Volunteer Coordinator

Jimmy Bullington
Elizabeth Davidson
Sean Priest

Carla Merrick

Pete Cline, PER
Brendan Harthausen
Valerie Spangler

Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator  Patrick Sullivan, PER
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator Chris O’Connell

LIVING PAST EXALTED RULERS

Robert A Ruhl 1968-1969 Richard A McAllister Jr
Lloyd Elliot 1972-1973 Jay V Strong Jr
Robert A Ruhl 1976-1977 Roger J Delp

Philip A Schoenberger ~ 1980-1981 Devin A Foggo
James A Gede Sr 1984-1985 Ronald J Blachowicz
James A Gede Sr 1985-1986 Ray Der

Thomas J Michels 1986-1986  John M Wontrop
Ralph E. Patterson 1990-1991 John J Morton
Joseph D Michel 1991-1992  Patrick Sullivan
Michael E Ward 1994-1995  Jeff Rogyom
Thomas A Keller 1994-1995 Pete Cline

Christian H Rose 1995-1996 Ron Zepp

Dwaine N Garber 2000-2001 Stacey Peto

Gerald D Mastropieri 2003-2004

James A Jenkins 2004-2005

Michael S Perry 2006-2007

443-465-7987
443-388-7106
314-795-9359
410-241-3422
443-299-9967
410-592-7062
410-710-9530
410-440-3840
410-812-2013
410-242-1449
410-937-2679
410-365-9946
443-286-5798
410-303-4163
410-591-0246
443-632-8170

410-592-7062
443-250-6708
443-286-5798
410-241-3422
443-632-8170
443-465-4058
410-303-4163
443-299-9967
314-795-9359
410-977-7792
443-829-7185
443-286-5798
410-960-0842
314-795-9359
443-388-7106
443-465-4291
410-821-6786
410-371-2232
443-286-5798
443-286-5798
410-236-8774
410-494-1800
410-800-6935
443-465-3916
410-592-7062
443-465-7987
410-917-9448
443-286-2731
443-791-2429
860-951-6579
443-465-3525
410-371-2232
443-465-7693
410-812-2013
443-286-5798
443-465-7987

2007-2008
2008-2009
2009-2010
2011-2012
2012-2013
2013-2014
2014-2015
2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-2019
2020-2021
2021-2022
2022-2023

Notice: Lodge Bylaw Updates and Adjustments

To conform with grand lodge rules, every 5 years
we must update our lodges bylaws. Please see the
secretary for a copy if interested. Any updates will
be discussed in the April 11th meeting and voted
on in May 9th

Queen of Hearts

Saturday at Seven

One winner every week, has the chance to win big!
3 chances for $5
Tickets are on sale every day the lodge is open.

Follow us on Social Media:

n TowsonElks469
. Q ' Towson Elks #469

’ @TowsonElks469

Scan Me to get a
direct link to our
website.

LODGE HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY — THURSDAY 12 PM - MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 12 PM - 1 AM / SUNDAY 12 PM TO 8 PM
Lodge telephone number: 410.296.4690 * Fax 410.583.5295
Lodge Address: 4 W. Pennsylvania Ave Towson, MD 21204




Towson Elks Give Locally in April to:

| YOUNG ONSET DEMENTIA
EDUCATION AND SUPPORT
(]

YES!Is anon profit organization, who’s
mission is to provide education and support for
families affected by young onset dementia.
Formed in Carroll County MD, the group
addresses the unmet and growing needs of the
young onset dementia community by promoting
educational opportunities and community
awareness, identifying resources, expanding
support groups, and planning social events to
connect families to the young onset dementia
community. The hope is to replicate

YES!

throughout Maryland, and ultimately throughout
the country.

Donations will be used to provide financial assistance to families in need,
helping families through education and connection and programs for the
onset sufferers. info@yessupport.org

Have you seen the, “Add $1” signs around the
lodge? What’s THAT all about? It’s a reminder to
participate in the easiest way that you can give to
our featured monthly charity. How does it work?
Just ask the bartender to add at least $1 to your tab,
and she’ll give you a card to post on our light-up
board as a “Thank you!” Don’t forget to Add $1

Ells Care, Eths Stare

MULTI-TASKING?

SHOPPING ON AMAZON?
SUPPORTING ELKS CAMP BARRETT?
FEELING GOOD ABOUT HELPING KIDS?

If you shop at Amazon, next time go to
a Amazon smiles using the link below and 0.5%
of your purchase price will be donated to our
major State Project, Elks Camp Barrett, which
will help offset operational expenses!

http://smile.amazon.com

Remember to list MD, DE, DC Elks Association
Elks Camp Barrett as your charity!

What is the Amazon Smile Foundation?

The Amazon Smile Foundation is a 501(c)(3) private foundation created by
Amazon to administer the Amazon Smile program. All donation amounts
generated by the Amazon Smile program are remitted to the Amazon Smile
Foundation. In turn, the Amazon Smile Foundation donates those amounts to
the charitable organizations selected by our customers. Amazon pays all
expenses of the Amazon Smile Foundation; they are not deducted from the
donation amounts generated by purchases on Amazon Smile.

Please share with your friends and family....anyone can
donate, you do not have to be a member of the
MD, DE & DC Elks Association.

%een OfHethS Drawing Leaders

1. RonZepp | PER 6. Stacey Peto | ER
443-829-7561 602-228-7443
ron@ronzepp.com staceympeto@yahoo.com

2. Sean Priest | Scholarship Committee 7. Valerie Spangier | Aunt Val, Chaplin
860-951-6579 410-812-2013
Spriest629@gmail.com vjspangler@gmail.com

3. Betsy Wittelsberger 8. Lisa Sparks | Ocean City
410-440-3840 410-632-8170
62e.m.wittelsberger@gmail.com lisadsparksesq@gmail.com

4. Elizabeth Davidson | Q¥'s Committee 9. Pete Cline | PER
443-791-2429 410-371-2232
elizabethrdavidson@comcast.net clinep33@yahoo.com

5. Jean Ottey 10. Carol Curry
410-440-2963 410-913-6478

cikcurry51@gmail.com
11. Michele Wittgreen

410-905-2143

Shellywitt21@gmail.com

Jean.ottey@gmail.com

Spring Cleaning

Do you enjoy being outdoors?
Like lending a helping hand or
have a green thumb?

Our lodge will be conducting our
Annual Spring Cleaning
on April 16th & 17th

Contact any officer
for more
information or just
show up!




Dated Material
Non-Profit
Towson Elks Lodge #469 Please Deliver By April 1st Organization
In the heart of Towson U.S. Postage PAID
= Since 1899 Baltimore, MD
— Permit No. 5688
Towson Elks Lodge #469
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
4 West Pennsylvania Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204
www.towsonelks.org
LODGE MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 7PM ON THE 2™ AND 4" TUESDAY OF THE MONTH.
JULY, AUGUST AND DECEMBER MEETINGS ARE THE 2" TUESDAY ONLY
Date Day Event Time
April 2nd Sunday Officer Installation & Scholarships (open to the public) 11 AM
April 7th Friday Dinner & Live Music Suzie Mac Trio (Good Friday) 7 PM
April 8" Saturday Master’s 3rd Round, come watch on the deck!
April 8t Saturday Bingo & Food Specials 7:30 PM
April 9t Sunday Easter & Master’s Final Round, come watch on the deck!
April 15" or 16 Spring Cleaning
April 22nd Saturday Dinner & Live Music Anything Goes 7 PM
April 28 Friday Dinner & Live Music Rod & Reel 7 PM
April 29" Saturday Buck Daugherty’s Crawfish Boil on the deck 4PM-7PM

Subject to change. The most current and up to date Events will be posted online and in the Lodge.
Food and Drink information will be posted online

Visi f book All members must sign their guests into the lodge .
ISIt Us on Taceboo Exceptions: Spouses and family members under 21




