
DECEMBER 2022

‘Tis the Season for all the wondrous things! The smell of 
peppermint and fresh holly evoke feelings of nostalgia 
and springs to life our desires to show our loved ones our 
appreciation through gift exchange. As we move through 
the fast paces of the season, we remember those who are 
less fortunate, and our generosity blooms. The Towson 
Elks Lodge embraces opportunities for giving to local 
causes throughout the year, but the holiday season is extra 
special. If you are able to give, please consider supporting 
the lodge’s efforts, as there is plenty of opportunity for ease 
of sharing. If you have the time to shop, visit our Giving 
Trees at the lodge. We are collecting hats and mittens, and 
you can also Adopt-a-Family, which is a favorite among 
members (this opportunity goes quickly, so stop in asap!). 
Donating $25 toward Food Baskets for the Assistance 
Center of Towson Churches (ACTC) is an opportunity to 
help feed our community. In addition, the Towson Elks 
Give Locally effort, where you can conveniently add $1 or 
more to your bar tab to benefit ACTC until December 31st. 

In addition to the spirit of giving, we have opportunities 
for revelry, of course! This  is  the Elks Lodge, after all. 
On Sunday, December 4th, we will be hosting our annual 
Christmas Party at 1pm, exclusively for our members and 
their spouses (no children, please). The admission is $20, 
with 100% of your donation benefitting Little Sisters of the 
Poor, and the rest of the event is on us. The event follows 
our special Memorial Service for our members who have 
passed; all are welcome to join us in a Celebration of Life 
in the Lodge Meeting Room at Noon. The children get a 
special party of their very own on Sunday, December 18th 
at 12:30--be sure to read the ad in this newsletter if you 
would like your child to attend, get a gift, and meet Santa!

Also, we have added a new and exciting event to benefit 
our Veterans Committee. Please join us on Saturday, 
February 4th at The Recher for our Wine and Dine for 
Warriors dinner and silent auction. There will be wonderful 
food, live music, prizes, and lots of fun to be had, with 
100% of the proceeds going to our Veterans programs. 
Tickets are only $65 and available at the bar and online.

We look forward to spending time with you throughout 
this Holiday Season, and we wish you, your families, and 
friends love, joy, comfort, and peace.

Sincerely,

Stacey Peto
Exalted Ruler
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The Bugle
Towson Elks Lodge #469 Annual 

Adult Christmas Party
Catered • Hors d’oeuvres • Drink Specials

For members and their significant others ONLY!

Sunday, december 4th, 1:00-4:00 pm

Admission
$20.00

Per Person
Required or
$20.00 Gift 
Card from

Major retailer
Additional

Donations Accepted

469

469

This year $20.00 your Admission
goes to Little Sisters of the Poor

ANNOUNCEMENT:
The Flooring Project will begin on Tuesday, Jan. 3rd, in 
the bar on the main floor. The lodge will be closed Jan. 
3rd & 4th. The lodge will re-open, downstairs only, on 
Jan. 5th. Please enter ONLY through the Banquet Room 
entrance on Pennsylvania Ave until the bar is complete. 
The dining room will be closed for floor installation 
starting Monday, January 23rd. Please enter through the 
Front Door ONLY until the dining room is finished. Each 
project has approximate completion times of 5-7 days. 
Check your email, website, and social media for the latest 
updates. Thank you for your patience during this time!

Towson Elks Annual Food Drive 
In partnership with the Assistance Center of Towson Churches & 

Towson Elks Give Locally 

Just $25 buys a bag of food 
for local families in need 

Giving is Easy: 

 $25 for a bag of food to feed a family

 Donation of Choice to help restock the ACTC Pantry 

 Add $ to your bar tab

 Give cash or check in an envelope to bartender with your name

Questions? Contact: 

Chris O’Connell, Leading Knight @ 443-465-7978 

Vince Pullara @ 410-967-0981 



LODGE OFFICERS 2022-2023
Exalted Ruler 	 Stacey Peto	 602-228-7443
Leading Knight	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Loyal Knight 	 Matt Hall                                     443-388-7106
Lecturing Knight 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Secretary	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Treasurer 	 John Wontrop, PER                   410-592-7062
Esquire 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Tiler 	 Betsy Wittelsberger                    410-440-3840
Chaplain 	 Valerie Spangler 	 410-812-2013
Presiding Justice 	 Glen Lazzaro	 410-242-1449
Inner Guard 	 Tricia Trikeriotis                          410-937-2679
1 Year Trustee 	 Andy Pusloskie                          443-250-6708
2 Year Trustee	 Mark Merrick                              410-365-9946
3 Year Trustee 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
4 Year Trustee                              Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
5 Year Trustee 	 Larry Smith	 410-591-0246

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
501©3 Charity Fund 	 John M. Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Accident Prevention 	 Andy Pusloskie                          443-250-6708
Activities Chairman	 Patrick Sullivan, PER                 443-286-5798
Americanism 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Auditor	 Lisa Sparks                                443-632-8170
Bingo	 Mary Wontrop	 443-465-4058
Building Maintenance	 Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
Bylaws 	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Camp Barrett 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Charitable Contributions 	 Bryan Mager 	 410-977-7792
Drug Awareness 	 Chris O’Neil 	 443-829-7185
ENF	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Entertainment Chair (Music)	 Joe Olmedo	 410-960-0842
Flag Day 	 Matt Hall 	 443-388-7106                               
Fourth of July 	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Golf/Fundraiser 	 Bob Cwalina 	 443-465-4291
Historian 	 Brian Keelty 	 410-821-6786
Hoop Shoot 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Indoctrination 	 Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916
Inner & Intra Activities 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
Lapsation	 Ray Der, PER 	 410-236-8774
Mediator 	 Michael Lawlor 	 410-494-1800
Member Investigations 	 Nick Giangrasso 	 410-800-6935
Membership 	 Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916
National Foundation 	 John Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Newsletter	 Stacey Peto	 602-228-7443
Newsletter	 Donna Murphy	 410-917-9448
Public Relations 	 Jimmy Bullington 	 443-286-2731
Queen of Hearts	 Elizabeth Davidson	 443-791-2429
Scholarships 	 Sean Priest                                 860-951-6579
Towson Elks Give Locally	 Carla Merrick	 443-465-3525
Youth Activities 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Vegas Night 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Veterans Service 	 Brendan Harthausen 	 443-465-7693
Volunteer Coordinator	 Valerie Spangler	 410-812-2013
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Stacey Peto	 602-228-7443

LODGE HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY – THURSDAY 12 PM - MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 12 PM - 1 AM  / SUNDAY 12 PM TO 8 PM
Lodge telephone number: 410.296.4690 • Fax 410.583.5295
Lodge Address: 4 W. Pennsylvania Ave Towson, MD 21204

Robert A Ruhl 	 1968-1969              
Lloyd Elliot                        1972-1973
Robert A Ruhl                   1976-1977
Philip A Schoenberger	 1980-1981	
James A Gede Sr	 1984-1985
James A Gede Sr	 1985-1986
Thomas J Michels	 1986-1986
Ralph E. Patterson	 1990-1991
Joseph D Michel	 1991-1992	
Richard O Taylor	 1992-1993
Michael E Ward	 1994-1995
Thomas A Keller	 1994-1995        
Christian H Rose 	 1995-1996	
Dwaine N Garber 	 2000-2001
Kenneth J Kocun 	 2002-2003 
Gerald D Mastropieri 	 2003-2004

James A Jenkins	 2004-2005
Michael S Perry 	 2006-2007
Richard A McAllister Jr 	 2007-2008
Jay V Strong Jr 	 2008-2009
Roger J Delp 	 2009-2010
Devin A Foggo 	 2011-2012
Ronald J Blachowicz	 2012-2013
Ray Der	 2013-2014
John M Wontrop 	 2014-2015
John J Morton	 2016-2017
Patrick Sullivan	 2017-2018
Jeff Rogyom	 2018-2019          
Pete Cline	 2020-2021
Ron Zepp	 2021-2022

LIVING PAST EXALTED RULERS

Scan Me to get a 
direct link to our 

website.

Elk of the Month
Taking care of our Veterans is an honor that we share across 
all of Elkdom. This month, we thank two of our members: 
Hiran Perera and our Veterans Committee Chair, Brendan 
Harthausen, for being incredibly generous with their 
time by coordinating our Annual Veterans Thanksgiving 
Celebration for MCVETS. A traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner, supplied in conjunction with our local restaurant 
community through their efforts, filled the hearts and 
bellies of our attendees, and so much fun was had during 
the BINGO game. 

Remember when…? 
The year I was born, my father Dwaine was the Exalted Ruler 
of the Towson Elks Lodge. My mother said he wasn’t allowed 
to be active in the lodge until I was old enough to vote for him. 
Of course, he didn’t abide by my mother’s rules. My youth 
was colored by the lodge, and I came in with my parents many 
weekends of my childhood. When I was in high school, I did 
some volunteer work here helping out in the kitchen on Friday 
nights to fulfill my service obligations at Calvert Hall. I was 
voted in on my 21st birthday in October of 2021, and I have 
been a member now for just over a year. I walk through these 
doors and feel a sense of not only nostalgia, but purpose. For me 
the lodge is very sentimental, it almost feels like a second home. 
Once I graduate from Towson University this winter, I plan on 
becoming more involved, and working to recruit a younger 
generation of Elks. I am hoping to be able to give back to an 
organization that has given so much to me and help to preserve 
the same Elks Lodge I’ve known for future generations. 
–Matt Garber



Elks Care, Elks Share: Charitable Contributions for 
October 2022

Towson Elks Golf Tournament                           $21,607
(proceeds to Charitable Giving Account)             	                                                 
Craft Fair Fundraiser                                           $750
(proceeds to Charitable Giving Account)                  	             
The Defenders of Animal Rights                         $565
 via Towson Elks Give Locally                                 	
Pumpkins to Riverview Community Fall                $100 
Festival                 	
American Legion Post #22
 Victor Brice Memorial Golf Outing                   $250                     	
Mission Helpers of the Sacred Heart	               $100
Marine Toys for Tots Foundation	               $100
Healthy Kids Running Series		                $100
Paul’s Place Clothing Drive                          50 Bags          
         
       Total Donated by Towson Lodge #469 Members: 

                            $23,572 + 50 bags of clothes!	
                 Thank you for your generosity!

Wine and Dine for Warriors 

This fundraising event will gift 100% of proceeds to benefit special  
programming efforts designed by The Towson Elks Veterans Committee to 

assist local heroes post-service. 

 

Tax Deductible Donations may be made via the Towson Elks 501 c3 

Dinner *  Silent Auction * Beer & Wine 

Live Music from Weird Science 

Saturday, February 4, 2023 
6:00pm at  

$65 admission 
Tickets Available at the Towson Elks Lodge Bar or at  

Towsonelks.org under the DONATE Tab 

ELKS 2022 GOLF 
TOURNAMENT FUNDRAISER

The 17th Annual Elks Golf Tournament Fundraiser was 
finally held on October 31 (after a 4-week weather-caused 
delay) at Pine Ridge Golf Course.  It was a successful event, 
though not up to previous years’ standards, and raised over 
$20,000 for our 501C3 Charity Fund.

We had 28 foursomes participating even with a somewhat 
sketchy weather day. Both lunch and dinner and beverages 
on the course were served to our participants.  We had a 
buffet style lunch format and then the excellent dinner menu 
ended a perfect day. 

We had 15% of our members who generously supported 
this most important event which enables us to fund our 
charitable programs for veterans, youth and local charities.  
Think what we could attain with all members supporting 
this once-a-year Fundraiser!

Special thanks go to Vince Pullara, Bill Lewis, Brian Keelty, 
Jim Jenkins and Marie Zepp for their outstanding support of 
the event! And many thanks to all members who supported 
our fundraiser and the volunteers who gave their time to 
assist us.

We look forward to an even better turnout and support level 
next year.  So, come and join us next year! 

–Bob Cwalina, Golf Fundraiser Committee Chair



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
LODGE MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 7PM ON THE 2nd AND 4th TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM SEPTEMBER TO JUNE .

JULY AND AUGUST MEETINGS ARE THE 2nd TUESDAY ONLY

   Date		       Day	                            Event	                                              Time
December 2nd                 Friday                  Dinner & Josh Christina                                                      7 PM

December 4th                  Sunday     Annual Memorial Service @Noon & Adult Christmas Party @1PM   

December 9th                  Friday                  Dinner & Ricky Olaguer Duo                                             7 PM

December 10th             Saturday             Bar Bingo - Food Specials	   7:30 PM

December 16th             Friday                                      TBD                

December 18th            Sunday               Children’s Christmas Party                                           12:30 PM

January 1st               Sunday               New Year’s Day with PER Guest Bartenders                 12 PM

January 2nd              Monday              Flooring Project Begins

February 4th            Saturday             Wine & Dine for Warriors: Veteran’s Fundraiser       6-10 PM

                                                                  Veteran’s Fundraiser at the Recher
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Dated Material

Please Deliver By December 1stTowson Elks Lodge #469
In the heart of Towson 

Since 1899

All members must sign their guests into the lodge .
Exceptions: Spouses and family members under 21Visit us on facebook

Subject to change. The most current and up to date Events will be posted online and in the Lodge. 
Food and Drink information will be posted online


