
SEPTEMBER 2022

Do you remember the smell of fresh pencils and new 
notebooks? The excitement of picking out cool new clothes 
and a backpack? Summer may be coming to an end, but for the 
kids in our lives, an exciting time of year of is just beginning!

When people think about the Elks, many gravitate toward 
the great work that we do for our Veterans. This is true; 
however, we also concentrate much of our giving efforts 
to children’s programs. One of the most significant and 
successful works that we have completed as of late is the 
My Cozy Corner project, spearheaded by our Charitable 
Contributions Committee Chair, Bryan Mager, wherein 
the Towson Elks has partnered with other organizations 
to bring a fun, physical space for children to gather in 
schools to take a moment to relax, read, play games, and 
hang out with their friends. Please read his press release 
within this newsletter, as it is sure to bring joy to your day! 

One of our greatest annual monetary contributions goes 
directly to the young adults in our lives. Each year, the Towson 
Elks honors hard-working High School Seniors by awarding 
a total of approximately $9,000 in scholarships through an 
essay contest. Separately, the Elks National Foundation 
also has opportunities, including the Most Valuable Student 
Scholarship. Awards for 500 eligible students range from 
$1,000 to $12,500. The top 20 Most Valuable Student 
Scholarship winners are invited to participate in the Most 
Valuable Student Leadership weekend, wherein they can 
interview for the chance to receive a $40,000 or $50,000 
scholarship (all participants will receive scholarships of 
at least $20,000!). Most Valuable Student Scholarships are 
open to ALL High School Seniors that are citizens (not 
just those affiliated with the Elks), and applications must 
be submitted online by November 14th at enf.elks.org/mvs.

The Legacy Award is open to High School Seniors that are 
children, grandchildren, or legal ward of Elks members. 
Applications are judged in the areas of knowledge, charity, 
community service, and integrity. Awards of $4000 are 
given, and winners are required to perform 3 instances of 
service within an Elks lodge during the 4 years they receive 
the scholarship. Visit enf.elks/leg for more information.

Another exciting opportunity is the MD/DE/DC Skilled 
Trades Scholarship. This program benefits students that 
are High School Graduates who are pursuing a certificate, 
diploma, or associate degree. Top winners will receive 
$2,000/year for 2 years, with 4 additional winners 
receiving $1000/year for 2 years. Applications are due 
in March 2023. Apply at mddedcelks.org/scholarship or 
email lynnevans6303@gmail.com for more information.

Continuing education is expensive, but it is critical to 
set up young adults for success. For more information 
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regarding all these programs, please visit Elks.org and 
mddedcelks.org. You may also contact our Scholarship 
Committee Chair, Sean Priest at 860-951-6579 or 
spriest629@gmail.com. Thank you for all your support to 
make these programs possible…Elks Care, Elks Share!

Sincerely,

Stacey Peto
Exalted Ruler

My Cozy Corner: Our Elks National Foundation Project
My name is Bryan Mager, I am a chair of the Community Giving 
Committee of Towson Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Lodge 
No. 469. I recently reached out to the Baltimore Hunger Project, 
and My New Book, Inc. requesting their assistance in a community 
project. The project fulfills the Baltimore Hunger Project’s mission 
statement of feeding not only the body but also the mind, and 
My New Book Inc goal of making sure every child has a book.

My Cozy Corner, is a designated area in a school where children 
can socialize after 3 years of virtual schooling, gain basic skills 
like taking turns while they play games or discover a book 
that captures their imagination. Each designated school will 
receive a small table, seating, and a small shelving unit to hold 
numerous board games, STEM projects, and books. Awarded 
a grant from the National Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, Towson Elks Lodge No. 469 covered much of the cost, 
My New Book Inc provided all the age-appropriate books, as 
well as a generous donation from a CareFirst BCBS associate!

The idea to create My Cozy Corner was a collaboration among 
My New Book, Inc., Baltimore Hunger Project, and the Towson 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks No. 469 and will benefit 
9 elementary and middle schools in and around the Baltimore area. 

My hope is that we will continue to provide this opportunity for 
additional schools throughout Baltimore City and County, promote 
the needs of children in our community and volunteerism. Please 
reach out to Baltimore Hunger Project, My New Book Inc, or 
Towson Elks lodge No. 469 to have your public elementary or 
middle school added to the list.



LODGE OFFICERS 2022-2023
Exalted Ruler 	 Stacey Peto	 602-228-7443
Leading Knight	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Loyal Knight 	 Matt Hall                                     443-388-7106
Lecturing Knight 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Secretary	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Treasurer 	 John Wontrop, PER                   410-592-7062
Esquire 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Tiler 	 Betsy Wittelsberger                    410-440-3840
Chaplain 	 Valerie Spangler 	 410-812-2013
Presiding Justice 	 Glen Lazzaro	 410-242-1449
Inner Guard 	 Tricia Trikeriotis                          410-937-2679
1 Year Trustee 	 Andy Pusloskie                          443-250-6708
2 Year Trustee	 Mark Merrick                              410-365-9946
3 Year Trustee 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
4 Year Trustee                              Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
5 Year Trustee 	 Larry Smith	 410-591-0246

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
501©3 Charity Fund 	 John M. Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Accident Prevention 	 Andy Pusloskie                          443-250-6708
Activities Chairman	 Patrick Sullivan, PER                 443-286-5798
Americanism 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Auditor	 Lisa Sparks                                443-632-8170
Bingo	 Mary Wontrop	 443-465-4058
Building Maintenance	 Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
Bylaws 	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Camp Barrett 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Charitable Contributions 	 Bryan Mager 	 410-977-7792
Drug Awareness 	 Chris O’Neil 	 443-829-7185
ENF	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Entertainment Chair (Music)	 Joe Olmedo	 410-960-0842
Flag Day 	 Matt Hall 	 443-388-7106                               
Fourth of July 	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Golf/Fundraiser 	 Bob Cwalina 	 443-465-4291
Historian 	 Brian Keelty 	 410-821-6786
Hoop Shoot 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Indoctrination 	 Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916
Inner & Intra Activities 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
Lapsation	 Ray Der, PER 	 410-236-8774
Mediator 	 Michael Lawlor 	 410-494-1800
Member Investigations 	 Nick Giangrasso 	 410-800-6935
Membership 	 Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916
National Foundation 	 John Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Newsletter	 Stacey Peto	 602-228-7443
Newsletter	 Donna Murphy	 410-917-9448
Public Relations 	 Jimmy Bullington 	 443-286-2731
Queen of Hearts	 Elizabeth Davidson	 443-791-2429
Scholarships 	 Sean Priest                                 860-951-6579
Towson Elks Give Locally	 Carla Merrick	 443-465-3525
Youth Activities 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Vegas Night 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Veterans Service 	 Brendan Harthausen 	 443-465-7693
Volunteer Coordinator	 Valerie Spangler	 410-812-2013
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Stacey Peto	 602-228-7443

LODGE HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY – THURSDAY 12 PM - MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 12 PM - 1 AM  / SUNDAY 12 PM TO 8 PM
Lodge telephone number: 410.296.4690 • Fax 410.583.5295
Lodge Address: 4 W. Pennsylvania Ave Towson, MD 21204

Robert A Ruhl 	 1968-1969              
Lloyd Elliot                        1972-1973
Robert A Ruhl                   1976-1977
Philip A Schoenberger	 1980-1981	
James A Gede Sr	 1984-1985
James A Gede Sr	 1985-1986
Thomas J Michels	 1986-1986
Ralph E. Patterson	 1990-1991
Joseph D Michel	 1991-1992	
Richard O Taylor	 1992-1993
Michael E Ward	 1994-1995
Thomas A Keller	 1994-1995        
Christian H Rose 	 1995-1996	
Dwaine N Garber 	 2000-2001
Kenneth J Kocun 	 2002-2003 
Gerald D Mastropieri 	 2003-2004

James A Jenkins	 2004-2005
Michael S Perry 	 2006-2007
Richard A McAllister Jr 	 2007-2008
Jay V Strong Jr 	 2008-2009
Roger J Delp 	 2009-2010
Devin A Foggo 	 2011-2012
Ronald J Blachowicz	 2012-2013
Ray Der	 2013-2014
John M Wontrop 	 2014-2015
John J Morton	 2016-2017
Patrick Sullivan	 2017-2018
Jeff Rogyom	 2018-2019          
Pete Cline	 2020-2021
Ron Zepp	 2021-2022

LIVING PAST EXALTED RULERS

Scan Me to get a 
direct link to our 

website.

Elk of the Month
The delicious delectables offered at our lodge every week 
comes directly from the hearts of our volunteers, well 
before they hit our lips. Special thanks to Vince Pullara, 
who often works many hours side-by-side with Bob 
Stambaugh to form menus, procure ingredients, and work 
their culinary magic. We appreciate your enthusiasm and 
desire to continuously bring new and exciting edible treats 
to our table!

Elks Care, Elks Share: Charitable Contributions for 
June 2022

     American Heart Association of Baltimore	 $ 100
     One Love Foundation			   $1946

   Total Donated by Towson Lodge #469 Members: $2,046	
Thank you for your generosity!

Queen of Hearts  
   Saturday at Seven 
One winner every week, has the chance to win big!

3 chances for $5
Tickets are on sale every day the lodge is open.



17th Annual Fundraiser
ELKS GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Monday October 3, 2022
at Pine Ridge Golf Course

Player costs are $160.00 per person.  
Sponsorships start at $100.00

Sign-up forms for players, sponsors and 50/50 tickets are 
available at the bar & on our website

We need sponsors, players and 50/50 ticket purchasers.
We will start at noon with lunch/registration and the shotgun 
start will be at 1:00pm. In addition to lunch and beverages on 

the course, there will be a full dinner afterwards as usual. 
This is the biggest fundraiser for our 501C3 charitable foundation. 

Last year, despite the virus, we were able to raise over $24,000, 
which is used to support our veterans and our youth. 

We need all hands-on deck this year to enable us to 
continue and even expand our charitable endeavors.

Remember when…? 
My favorite memories were the years when my two 
daughters were both toddlers and would come with 
me on occasion to our Elks.  Though it was never 
designed to necessarily be the ideal entertainment 
venue for little kids; my kids truly loved it.  It is 
because of how well they were always treated by our 
members and staff.  They could be entertained with 
a soda and bowl of cheese balls but most members 
went out of their way to drop by and chat with them 
for several minutes.  In particular, Brian Tunney and 
Betsy Whittlesberger always welcomed Molly and 
Emily as if they were celebrities adding further to their 
enjoyment.  They came to like our lodge so much that 
when Emily was only 3 years old she insisted that if 
we ever have a fire emergency at our home we should 
all just meet at the Elks.  True story. 
–Devin Foggo, PER

Pull Tabs  
are  

Now Available! 
See the Bartenders for Details on the Fun! 

ELKS GIVE LOCALLY CHARITY FOR SEPTEMBER IS: 

The Leaders of Tomorrow Youth Center (LTYC) 
supports youths, ages 5-18, in the state of 

Maryland, DC and Virginia with arts programs that 
empower them to excel in the arts, academics, and 
social development. By providing opportunities and 

resources that otherwise would not be available, LTYC 
programs build higher self-esteem and self-worth in 

young people who are yearning for success. 

Leaders of Tomorrow Youth Center is committed to 
cultivating positive social development, academic 
success, and creativity in the minds, actions, and 

hearts of youth today. Through arts education 
programming, our mission is to encourage youth to 

use their gifts and strengths by applying the arts and 
leadership as tools, to help promote success and 

balance in their lives.

ADD $1 or more to your check. Ask your bartender.  
Donate Today!

Ltyc.net

 

 Elk’s Clothing Drive 
 We will be running a Winter Clothing Drive for Paul’s Place, a local 

 charity in Baltimore for men, women, and children . This initiative will 
 start August 1st and will run through the end of September. We will 

 have boxes set up for you to drop o� goods for people of all ages in 
 the dining room. 

 We are looking for the following items (in good condition): 
 ●  Coats 

 ●  Sweatshirts 
 ●  Hats, Scarves, Gloves/Mittens 

 ●  Boots/Shoes 
 ●  Jeans 

 ●  Sweatpants 
 ●  T-Shirts 

 ●  Button Down/Polo Shirts 
 ●  Khakis 

 We are also accepting new toiletries such as Toothpaste, 
 Toothbrushes, Deodorant, Shaving Cream, Shampoo, Soap, 

 Lotion, Combs/Hairbrushes etc. 

 Any contribution is most appreciated, and anything we can do to improve 
 the lives of others will be an enriching experience for all. Thank you for 

 your support and please feel free to reach out with any questions to me at 
 (314) 795-9359 or andrewrowanjr@gmail.com 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
LODGE MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 7PM ON THE 2nd AND 4th TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM SEPTEMBER TO JUNE .

JULY AND AUGUST MEETINGS ARE THE 2nd TUESDAY ONLY

   Date		       Day	                            Event	                                              Time

September 9th              Friday                       Live Music - Sean B & DC Acoustic	   7 PM

September 10th               Saturday                              Bar Bingo                                                            7:30 PM

TBD		  Foodie’s Night Out - Summer Picnic	 6 PM

    Subject to change. The most current and up to date Events will be posted online and in the 

Lodge. Food and Drink information will be posted online

Towson Elks Lodge #469
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4 West Pennsylvania Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204
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Please Deliver By September 1stTowson Elks Lodge #469
In the heart of Towson 

Since 1899

All members must sign their guests into the lodge .
Exceptions: Spouses and family members under 21Visit us on facebook


