
APRIL 2022

Happy New Elk Year!

Reflecting upon the recent past, I am so thankful for the Board 
of Officers, Trustees, and our beloved volunteers for not only 
working hard to keep our lodge safe and running during 
COVID, but, somehow, in the past 2 years finding a way to thrive 
through adverse times. Membership went up, and fun activities 
resumed as the restrictions allowed. Our lodge provided respite 
from the stressors of the outside world, and our bonds with 
our friends grew stronger. Special thanks to Ron Zepp, PER, 
for providing thoughtful and positive direction throughout the 
2021-2022 Elk Year. Ron has achieved his goal of guiding us 
through the pandemic and helping to bring a sense of normalcy 
to the lodge throughout his tenure.

Thank you all for entrusting me with the charge of being your 
new Exalted Ruler. I am honored and humbled by the decision, 
and will do my best to fulfill my role, which I see as a caretaker 
of our home away from home. 

A little about me: I am a Registered Nurse, and work in a 
perioperative unit, preparing patients for and recovering them 
after outpatient surgery. I have earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing from Northern Arizona University, and a Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science from the University of Arizona. 
Prior to nursing, I was a middle and high school American 
Government Teacher. I enjoy serving our community and have 
been volunteering in a variety of organizations since high 
school. On a personal note, I have 3 kids, and they have paws…
to be honest, I’m a bit of a Crazy Cat Lady. Bettie, Rosie, and 
Lucy bring a lot of laughter and love into my little household. 
I am a big fan of music, sewing, and wine tasting. I am also a 
super proud aunt and love to dote on my 13-year-old niece, and 
I enjoy spending time with my family and friends overall. 

My vision for this year is to continue our treasured traditions 
and bring some new ones to the table that hopefully you’ll 
enjoy. I want to guide our committees to step up their activity 
level and improve communication of all the great things we 
do for our community. In addition, I have a request for all of 
you: PLEASE START VOLUNTEERING. Our lodge is 100% 
run by volunteers, and we cannot do any of it without YOU. 
The goal is for all members to volunteer just 5 hours of their 
time for the year. Not sure what you want to help with? Come 
to a lodge meeting! They’re held every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 
7:00pm (except July & August). You’ll hear all the details of 
what keeps us up and running and get to voice your opinion. I 
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would love to see you there! This lodge is what we all make it, 
so let’s make it AMAZING!

Best wishes for an excellent year,

Stacey Peto
Exalted Ruler

A great time was had by all at the lodge’s annual
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration!

Remember when…?
Back in early to mid-2000’s, I was enjoying one of our famous 
Towson Elks Christmas parties, doing my usual walking around 
and spreading cheer to everyone that I saw, when all the sudden 
the front  door to the lodge opens up and in walks two well-
dressed but stern looking individuals. I didn’t recognize them, 
so I asked one of my fellow members if he knew them, and right 
before he answered me, I noticed something around their collars 
and around their ears, like a wire of some sort. My fellow Elk 
member then informed me that we were getting a visit from 
Governor Ehrlich. No sooner were those words uttered, the 
doors opened and the Gov and first lady stroll in. Pretty cool 
regardless of your political affiliation, that they took the time 
to stop by and wish us a Merry Christmas. On a side note, for 
you younger members, The Gov was once a member of Towson 
Elks Lodge 469. Before he and the first lady left, he promised to 
get a shuffleboard table in the Governor’s mansion. To this day I 
always wanted to visit to see if he actually kept his promise, LOL!   
 Yours in Elkdom,
Chappy
(Jimmy Bullington)



LODGE OFFICERS 2022-2023
Exalted Ruler 	 Stacey Peto	 602-228-7443
Leading Knight	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Loyal Knight 	 Matt Hall                                     443-388-7106
Lecturing Knight 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Secretary	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Treasurer 	 John Wontrop, PER                   410-592-7062
Esquire 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Tiler 	 Betsy Wittelsberger                    410-440-3840
Chaplain 	 Valerie Spangler 	 410-812-2013
Presiding Justice 	 Glen Lazzaro	 410-242-1449
Inner Guard 	 Tricia Trikeriotis                          410-937-2679
1 Year Trustee 	 Andy Pusloskie                          443-250-6708
2 Year Trustee	 Mark Merrick                              410-365-9946
3 Year Trustee 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
4 Year Trustee                              Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
5 Year Trustee 	 Larry Smith	 410-591-0246

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
501©3 Charity Fund 	 John M. Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Accident Prevention 	 Andy Pusloskie                          443-250-6708
Activities Chairman	 Patrick Sullivan, PER                 443-286-5798
Americanism 	 Andy Stilling                               410-241-3422
Auditor	 Lisa Sparks                                443-632-8170
Bingo	 Mary Wontrop	 443-465-4058
Building Maintenance	 Richard Hurd 	 410-303-4163
Bylaws 	 Steve Gabis 	 443-299-9967
Camp Barrett 	 Andrew Rowan                           314-795-9359
Charitable Contributions 	 Bryan Mager 	 410-977-7792
Drug Awareness 	 Jeff Roygom, PER 	 410-929-4578
ENF	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Entertainment Chair (Music)	 Joe Olmedo	 410-960-0842
Flag Day 	 Matt Hall 	 443-388-7106                               
Fourth of July 	 Chris O’Connell                          443-465-7987
Golf/Fundraiser 	 Bob Cwalina 	 443-465-4291
Historian 	 Brian Keelty 	 410-821-6786
Hoop Shoot 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Indoctrination 	 Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916
Inner & Intra Activities 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER 	 443-286-5798
Lapsation	 Ray Der, PER 	 410-236-8774
Mediator 	 Michael Lawlor 	 410-494-1800
Member Investigations 	 Nick Giangrasso 	 410-800-6935
Membership 	 Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916
National Foundation 	 John Wontrop, PER	 410-592-7062
Newsletter	 Stacey Peto	 602-228-7443
Newsletter	 Donna Murphy	 410-917-9448
Public Relations 	 Jimmy Bullington 	 443-286-2731
Queen of Hearts	 Ron Zepp,PER,Interim	 443-829-7561
Scholarships 	 Sean Priest                                 860-951-6579
Towson Elks Give Locally	 Carla Merrick	 443-465-3525
Youth Activities 	 Pete Cline, PER 	 410-371-2232
Vegas Night 	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Veterans Service 	 Brendan Harthausen 	 443-465-7693
Volunteer Coordinator	 Valerie Spangler	 410-812-2013
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Patrick Sullivan, PER	 443-286-5798
Web & Social Media Co-Coordinator	 Stacey Peto	 602-228-7443

LODGE HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY – THURDAY 12 PM - MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 12 PM - 1 AM  / SUNDAY 12 PM TO 8 PM
Lodge telephone number: 410.296.4690 • Fax 410.583.5295
Lodge Address: 4 W. Pennsylvania Ave Towson, MD 21204

Robert A Ruhl 	 1968-1969              
Lloyd Elliot                        1972-1973
Robert A Ruhl                   1976-1977
Philip A Schoenberger	 1980-1981	
James A Gede Sr	 1984-1985
James A Gede Sr	 1985-1986
Thomas J Michels	 1986-1986
Ralph E. Patterson	 1990-1991
Joseph D Michel	 1991-1992	
Richard O Taylor	 1992-1993
Michael E Ward	 1994-1995
Thomas A Keller	 1994-1995        
Christian H Rose 	 1995-1996	
Dwaine N Garber 	 2000-2001
Kenneth J Kocun 	 2002-2003 
Gerald D Mastropieri 	 2003-2004

James A Jenkins	 2004-2005
Michael S Perry 	 2006-2007
Richard A McAllister Jr 	 2007-2008
Jay V Strong Jr 	 2008-2009
Roger J Delp 	 2009-2010
Devin A Foggo 	 2011-2012
Ronald J Blachowicz	 2012-2013
Ray Der	 2013-2014
John M Wontrop 	 2014-2015
John J Morton	 2016-2017
Patrick Sullivan	 2017-2018
Jeff Rogyom	 2018-2019          
Pete Cline	 2020-2021
Ron Zepp	 2021-2022

Don’t forget to come out and play the 
Queen of Hearts Game! 

Drawings are held every Saturday at 7:00pm and 
tickets are on sale every day the lodge is open. 

Want to help run the game?  
Volunteers are needed on Saturday’s from 6:00pm-7:30pm 

to sell additional tickets and draw the week’s winner.   
A sign-up sheet is next to the game board in the lodge. 
 If you have any questions, email or call Ron Zepp:      	

ron@ronzepp.com or 443-829-7561

Queen of Hearts Message
Still searching 
for the Queen!

LIVING PAST EXALTED RULERS

Scan Me to get a 
direct link to our 

website.

Elk of the Month
Some members go above and beyond, 
volunteering behind the scenes to help 
make our lodge a success. Our Elk of the 
Month for April is Jimmy Bullington, 

Public Relations chair. He works hard every month to 
spread the good news about our lodge activities and 
charitable giving to the national and district level, and 
beyond. Check out the Elks Magazine for his latest 
entry! We’re so thankful for your hard work, Jimmy!

Elks Care, Elks Share: Charitable Contributions for 
January-February 2022

   CAN (Community Assistance Network)	 $100
   St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore		  $100
   American Heart Association of Baltimore      	 $100
   Boy Scouts of America, BSA Troop 115       	 $100
   Fuel Fund of Maryland	             		  $163
   Total Donated by Towson Lodge #469 Members: $563	

Thank you for your generosity!



 Towson Elks Give Locally in April to:
Meet Your 2022-2023 Officers 

Chris O’Connell is this year’s Leading Knight and has been a member 
of our lodge for 7 years. Typically, you’ll find him around the bar, 
spouting off grandiose ideas about ways to improve every Towson 
member experience, engagement and enjoyment. He is passionate 
about our charitable giving efforts, social club activities, with the main 
focus of membership retention and growth in the 2022-2023 term.

Matt Hall, Loyal Knight, “I grew up outside of Scranton, PA, went 
to college at the University of Rochester and moved to Baltimore in 
2005. I am currently married and have 3 daughters. When I am not 
at the lodge, you can find me in the alleys, yards and playgrounds 
of Rogers Forge playing with my children. You might also catch me 
training for ultra-marathons or tris, working on my house, hunting, 
fishing, or playing Disc Golf. My goal for the upcoming year at 
the lodge is to get more people interested and involved in all the 
activities and functions we have and new ones to come. I have added 
a 9-ball league and intend to add some more shuffleboard leagues 
(knockoff). I would like to get more participants in lodge clean 
up, fund raising, general meetings and our charity volunteering.”

Andrew Rowan, Lecturing Knight, and his wife, Allison, just 
had their first child on March 25th. They moved to Towson, MD 
from PA in 2018 and joined the lodge in the summer of 2020. 
It’s one of their all-time favorite places to be and is directly a 
result of the people/members of the lodge. It is Andrew’s hope 
to get a winter coat/accessories drive for the less fortunate 
this year, and hopefully have an annual cadence of the event. 
Andrew is looking forward to having continued to succeed with 
growth and interest in lodge membership in 2022 and beyond.
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Hoop Shoot Victory! 
Congratulations to the Towson Elks Hoop Shoot contestants, 
who won the  2021-2022 D.C./DE/MD Hoop Shoot  State 
Championship! In the Regional contest, Lucas DuPrau 
placed 2nd in the boys 8-9yr age group and Reese Koropecy 
placed 4th in the girls 10-11yr age group. Both represented 
our lodge with class and sportsmanship, and we are proud 
of their accomplishments! Both are also young enough that 
they will be able to complete next year, so expectations will 
be high! 

Lucas DuPrau Reese Koropecy

Help the Towson Elks show they care by donating at 
least $1 with this local charity. Donations may be made 
at the bar: Cash or Add to Your Bill. As a Thank You, 
we’ll proudly post your name on our Towson Elks Give 
Locally board. We sincerely appreciate your generosity! 

Elks Care, Elks Share

YES! Is a non profit organization, who’s 
mission is to provide education and support for 

families affected by young onset dementia. 
Formed in Carroll County MD, the group 

addresses the unmet and growing needs of the 
young onset dementia community by promoting 

educational opportunities and community 
awareness, identifying resources, expanding 
support groups, and planning social events to 
connect families to the young onset dementia 

community. The hope is to replicate 
YES! 

throughout Maryland, and ultimately throughout 
the country.

Donations will be used to provide financial assistance to families in need,
helping families through education and connection and programs for the 

onset sufferers. info@yessupport.org



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
LODGE MEETINGS ARE HELD AT 7PM ON THE 2nd AND 4th TUESDAY OF THE MONTH FROM SEPTEMBER TO JUNE .

JULY AND AUGUST MEETINGS ARE THE 2nd TUESDAY ONLY

       Date		       Day	                            Event	                                              Time

April 1st	 Friday	 Dinner & Radio Religion	     7-11 PM
April 2nd	 Saturday	 Lodge Clean-up Day	 9 AM

April 8th	 Friday	 Dinner & Dwayne Wilson	 7-11 PM

April 9th	 Saturday	 Bar Bingo - Food Specials                              7:30 PM 	         

April 16th	 Saturday	 Live Music - TBD                                                7:00 PM 

April 22nd                                   Friday                       Dinner & Suzie Mac Duo                                7-11 PM    

April 29th	 Friday                       Dinner & Kata Hay                                            7-11 PM
       Volunteer bartending for Towson Town Festival 4/30-5/1...stop by & say “Hi!”

Subject to change. The most current and up to date Events will be posted online and in the Lodge. 
Food and Drink information will be posted online

Towson Elks Lodge #469
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
4 West Pennsylvania Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204
www.towsonelks.org

Non-Profit
Organization
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All members must sign their guests into the lodge .
Exceptions: Wives and family members under 21Visit us on facebook


