
 
My Fellow Elks, 

I hope this finds you all well and in good health.  Given the current situation, truer words have never been spoken.  

As I write this letter the lodge is closed, we are all sheltered in place, and the country—the whole world, really—has come 
to a standstill in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.   

The trustees and I continue to monitor the situation closely but as long as the current mandates remain in place—both from 
Governor Hogan and Grand Lodge—we will remain closed.  And, at this point, it remains unclear as to when we will be able to 
reopen.  In the meantime, the lodge has undergone a complete and thorough cleaning, including a much-needed power washing of 
the deck—thank you Patrick Sullivan and Chris O’Connell.  Daily inspections are also being conducted to make sure everything is 
running properly and no issues go undetected.  New front doors have been installed and the ceiling in the bar area has been painted.  
All these efforts are to ensure we can open as soon as the “all-clear” has been sounded.  And, rest assured, that day will come. 

Unfortunately, the St. Patrick’s Day festivities we had planned had to be cancelled.  The trustees and I debated long and 
hard over whether to hold the event or not but ultimately the decision was made for us with the closure of all non-essential 
businesses.  The food had already been ordered, however, so a decision was made to donate it to MCVETs—ensuring it wasn’t a 
total loss.   

And, while the lodge may be closed, our charitable work goes on.  Just ask the six students who will be receiving scholarships 
from us: 

BOYS 

Placement Name High School College Major Award 

1st Place Colton Ross Polytechnic HS Harvard Economics $2,000 

2nd Place Harrison Jones  Towson HS Stevenson  Business $1,500 

3rd Place Torren Alken Mt. St. Joseph HS Mt. St. Mary's Computer Science  $1,000 

GIRLS 

1st Place Ligia Mardari Towson HS Princeton Pol Sci & Govnmt $2,000  

2nd Place Gabriella Chalker Hereford HS Yale Biology  $1,500  

3rd Place Laura Reus Towson HS William & Mary Cell & Molecular Biology $1,000  

Two of our winners—Ligia Mardari and Gabriella Chalker—were awarded State scholarships as well.  Congratulations to all 
our winners and good luck in your future endeavors.  And, of course, a big thank you to the scholarship committee for their excellent 
work again this year. 

Similarly, I would like to thank my predecessor, Joe Lancaster, for his year of service as Exalted Ruler.  Health issues really 
precluded Joe from serving the lodge as he had envisioned but he persevered, and we are a stronger organization as a result.  Thank 
you, Joe, for a job well done and may your health continue to improve.  

I would also like to thank outgoing 1-Year Trustee, John Wontrop, for his service.  Trustee is a largely thankless job and few 
members have any idea of the time and commitment it takes.  But I do, and let me tell you, it’s a massive undertaking.  So, thank 
you John for your leadership and willingness to help where help is needed.  You truly epitomize what it means to be an elk. 

Since the installation ceremony had to be cancelled, installations of new officers were performed over the phone.  
Congratulations to all the new officers, I look forward to working with you all over the coming year. 

I look forward to seeing everyone back at the lodge when this crisis has subsided.  I don’t know if things will ever truly return 
to “normal”, but I do know that the lodge will still be there for you—just as it has been for over 120 years—with welcoming smiles 
and that joyous camaraderie we've all come to love and cherish.  Until then, please be safe and stay healthy.  And if you need help, 
please don’t hesitate to ask.  We are here for you. 

 

               All the best,   

               Pete Cline 

 

I would love to hear from you.                                          

This is your lodge, I simply have the exceptional 

privilege of representing us this year.   Feel free to 

contact me directly at clinep33@yahoo.com 

 



LODGE OFFICERS 2020-2021 
Exalted Ruler  Pete Cline  410-371-2232 
Leading Knight Ron Zepp                                    443-829-7561 
Loyal Knight  Stacey Peto                                602-228-7443 
Lecturing Knight  Colleen Cashill                           410-383-6616 
Secretary Kenneth J Kocun, PER  410-296-7787 
Treasurer  John Wontrop, PER                    410-592-7062 
Esquire  Sean Priest                                 860-951-6579 
Tiler  Vince Pullara, Sr.                        410-967-0981 
Chaplain  Valerie Spangler  410-812-2013 
Presiding Justice  John Austin  410-296-0209 
Inner Guard  Chris O’Connell                          443-829-7561 
 
1 Year Trustee  Ben Bell                                      410-794-2850 
2 Year Trustee Vince Pullara                              410-967-0981 
3 Year Trustee  Andy Pusloskie  443-250-6708 
4 Year Trustee                                  Bob Cwalina                               443-465-4291 
5 Year Trustee  Patrick Sullivan, PER  443-286-5798 
 

LIVING PAST EXALTED RULERS 
Robert A Ruhl  1968-1969       Gerald D Mastropieri  2003-2004        
Lloyd Elliot                         1972-1973 James A Jenkins 2004-2005 
Robert A Ruhl  1976-1977 Michael S Perry  2006-2007 
Philip A Schoenberger 1980-1981 Richard A McAllister Jr  2007-2008 
James A Gede Sr 1984-1985 Jay V Strong Jr  2008-2009 
James A Gede Sr 1985-1986 Roger J Delp  2009-2010 
Thomas J Michels 1986-1986 Joseph F Cox  2010-2011 
Ralph E. Patterson 1990-1991 Devin A Foggo  2011-2012 
Joseph D Michel 1991-1992 Ronald J Blachowicz 2012-2013 
Richard O Taylor 1992-1993 Ray Der 2013-2014 
Michael E Ward 1994-1995 John M Wontrop  2014-2015 
Thomas A Keller 1994-1995 Victor Brice 2015-2016 
Christian H Rose  1995-1996 John J Morton                         2016-2017 
James F Garrity  1998-1999 Patrick Sullivan                       2017-2018 
Dwaine N Garber  2000-2001 Jeff Rogyom                           2018-2019                                                             
Kenneth J Kocun  2002-2003       Joe Lancaster                         2019-2020 
 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

501©3 Charity Fund  James Jenkins, PER  410-404-1488 
Accident Prevention  John M. Wontrop, PER 410-592-7062 
Activities Chairman                            Patrick Sullivan, PER                 443-286-5798 
Americanism  Paul Curry  410-377-0871 
Auditor Dave Pardoe 410-591-5739 
Building Maintenance Richard Hurd  410-303-4163 
Bylaws  Kenneth J Kocun, PER  410-296-7787 
Camp Barrett  Colleen Cashill                           410-383-6616 
Charitable Contributions  John Austin  410-296-0209 
Drug Awareness  Jeff Roygom 410-929-4578 
ENF Patrick Sullivan, PER 443-286-5798 
Entertainment Co-Chair (Music)        Joe Olmedo 410-960-0842 
Entertainment Co-Chair (Music)        Erik Ortel                                    443-834-3600 
Flag Day  Pete Cline  410-371-2232 
Fourth of July  Ron Zepp                                    443-829-7561 
Golf/Fundraiser  Bob Cwalina  443-465-4291 
Historian  Brian Keelty  410-821-6786 
Hoop Shoot  Chris O’Connell                          443-829-7561 
Indoctrination  Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916 
Inner & Intra Activities  Patrick Sullivan, PER  443-286-5798 
Lapsation Ray Der, PER  410-236-8774 
Mediator  Michael Lawlor  410-494-1800 
Member Investigations  Nick Giangrasso  410-800-6935 
Membership  Pat Riley                                     443-465-3916 
National Foundation  John Wontrop, PER 410-592-7062 
Newsletter Pete Cline  410-371-2232 
Public Relations  Pete Cline  410-371-2232 
Scholarships  Dave Pardoe  410-591-5739 
Youth Activities  Pete Cline  410-371-2232 
Vegas Night  Patrick Sullivan, PER 443-286-5798 
Veterans Service  Colleen Cashill                           410-812-3277  
Web & Social Media Coordinator      Sean Priest                                 860-951-6579 

 

 

April 2 


